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Section 2 Lesson 4 Relationship with Believers

This lesson will focus on: 
1. What is Family? 
2. How Christians are to relate 
3. How Iniquity Combats coming into the “Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace” in the Body of Christ 
4. Jesus’ Teaching on “Love One Another”
5. Being a “Doer of the Word” (Loving in Action)

1. WHAT IS FAMILY?
Let's read a few scriptures (emphasis added):
Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God. 
Romans 8:15-16 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba (my), Father. 16 The Spirit itself; beareth (testify) witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. 
Ephesians 3:15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
[Family-Nationalities; races; all those who are spiritually related to God the Father, He being author of their spiritual relationship to him as his Children; they are being united to one another in “family” fellowship.]

There is a great need within the body of Christ, that we truly understand that we are family. The scriptures above clearly teach that our faith in the blood of Christ Jesus has given us the privilege to be forgiven for every transgression, offence and sin we have committed against God and his word. 

Not only have we been forgiven; we are now children of God and part of the whole family in heaven and earth. In the natural, children have their biological father’s blood type. The same in the spirit – we all have the same blood type and that is faith in the blood of Christ Jesus – therefore God is our heavenly Father and we are in the family of God. 


2. HOW CHRISTIANS ARE TO RELATE

The Apostle Paul and Peter wrote some wonderful letters, being inspired by the Holy Spirit, on Christians’ relationship. It's not enough my brother and sisters to have a relationship with God and our Lord Christ Jesus, but the heart of God is that we have a godly relationship with our brother and sister in Christ. We are family, so let us read some of these powerful letters written by two great men of God to the Church. 


Ephesians 4:25-32 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 27 Neither give place to the devil. 28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with [his] hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.  29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.  30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.
These are other scriptures to support the foundational scriptures above.    
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We can’t help but notice that each supporting scripture has one word in common and that word is "love." Jesus commanded and taught that we love each other. 

3. HOW INIQUITY COMBATS COMING INTO THE “UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE” IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

Matthew 24:12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.  We found in two lessons devoted to the “issue of iniquity,” that it was spiritually inherited perverted thinking patterns against God’s thoughts, passed from the fathers to generations of children of those that hated God.  Those “perverted thinking patterns against God’s thoughts,” ushered in spiritual, emotional and physical blight into the lives of countless millions, causing separation from God, emotional trauma and physical illnesses that often times led to death.  We will dig far deeper into the results of the “plague of iniquity.” In Section 3 of this course as we study prophecy and see what Jesus foretold that would come into mankind in the last days… the“abounding of iniquity!”  For now, let’s look at how it thwarts the successful plans of unity’s power in the Body of Christ.  However, let us taste a few of the benefits of walking in the blessings of God as opposed to walking in iniquity.

A Matthew 18:18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

B 2 Timothy 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. (This is referring to iniquity)
C. 1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world…17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.
D Revelation 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

Those scriptures above provided us with a few of the blessings God has in store for those that “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness;” while having all the other things added unto us.  The scriptures below tell us what we must do to come into the inheritance Our Father and Jesus left for us. You will find the scriptures above noted with the letters A – D.  Their counter parts are below with matching letters showing the condition we must meet to receive the blessings.

Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:

A Matthew 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.

B 2 Timothy 2:16  But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.

C 1 John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

D Revelation 21:6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. [ the promise given and then what must be put off from ourselves] 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

I have witnessed, unfortunately, persons who have refused the admonition of the Lord to choose “life and not death,” “blessing and not cursing,” in their lives by holding unto ignorance instead of learning of God, unforgiveness, instead of forgiveness and therefore not receiving their healings, miracles and other blessings; un-holiness and unrighteousness, instead of holiness and righteousness, that yielded lives of hell and then hell itself.  I pray for all…choose life and blessing.  Ask God to reveal your heart and obey. 

4. JESUS’ TEACHING ON "LOVE ONE ANOTHER"

The love Jesus teaches is called "agape." Agape love is the attitude of God toward His Son, the human race; and to believers on the Lord Jesus Christ particularly. It is his will for His children concerning their attitude one toward another, and toward all men. He desires for us to express His essential nature. These attributes (characteristics) of God will manifest by faith and obeying the word of God. Remain in constant fellowship by coming into the presence of God through praise and worship. God is love. His love will pour out to us, which we shall pour out to each other. 

John 15:12-14, 17 This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. 13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you…..17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 

The emphasis on love is important; because it does define who God is… "love." God is love; therefore, we are children of love. We are the image and likeness of our heavenly Father. 
5. BEING A “DOER OF THE WORD” (LOVING IN ACTION)

We as Christians are given the rarest of opportunities of any people on the earth.  We are commanded to love our enemies, to bless (speak well of and to) those that curse us, do good to those that hate us and pray for them which despitefully use us and persecute us.  When Jesus gave us command to do these things, He led the way by example, by doing them first Himself. In the Garden of Gethsemane, He told His disciples that He could cause the persecution to halt by requesting of His Father 12 legions of angels. On the cross He told His Father to forgive them because they didn’t know what they were doing.  As we act lovingly in patience toward the unlovely, we are fulfilling His will in the earth and are releasing the power of His kingdom.  Loving, patient and kind action toward the unlovely is exactly how God acts toward them.  We cannot do this on our own…we must be willing to obey God…then He gives us the power to do it.

Matthew 5:44-45 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.   

God’s love, through His Spirit, is transferred from our hearts unto the unlovely as we yield ourselves or crucify our flesh by letting it die on the cross prepared for us by the evil actions of the unlovely as Christ did dying on His cross.  Through our love first to God in obedience, the Holy Spirit is transferred from God’s word engrafted into our hearts and unto the unlovely.  Note the following scriptures (emphasis added):
Romans 5:3, 5 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;… 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
1 Peter 3:9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.


Meditation Scriptures: 
Ephesians 4:25-27 (KJV) Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 27 Neither give place to the devil.
Ephesians 4:25-27 (NIV) Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold.

LESSON TAKE AWAYS:

1. Knowledge: God loves the lovely and the unlovely.
2. Understanding: God in us, desires to love the church as does Jesus; mature and immature.
3. Application: God is calling for more than teaching, preaching, prophesying, demonic deliverance and healing; He wants us acting toward all in the body, in love, as He loves us in and through Jesus.

1. 
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	Improving Relationships / Love Talk

	
	
	
Are you satisfied with the quality of your relationships? Do you give to others only out of selfish motivation? Joyce discusses the basic need to be loved, understood, and appreciated, and how to better love those around you.
 CD’s
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Dealing with Offense $26.00

2. Joyce Meyer Have you ever noticed how easy it is to get offended? It’s a trap set by the enemy to ensnare you…to make you stumble in your walk with God. Satan will do whatever it takes; oftentimes using your family or friends you’re closest to as his bait. And if he succeeds, your relationship with God and others will begin to suffer.

Through this powerful four-part message, you’ll learn…
· Some common characteristics and causes of offense
· How to gain and maintain a clear conscience so you don’t offend yourself
· The steps you must take to avoid being offended at God when trouble comes
· How to avoid offending others
Offense is one of the most important things we need to guard against. Find out how to recognize and resist situations that could cause it—this is knowledge that can literally save your life!   

3.
The God Kind of Love….Bill Winston
[image: http://www.bwm.org/images/upload/items/GodKindofLove.jpg]If you really want to set an example for the world to follow, then walk and operate in the Agape Love of God and watch this love be shed abroad not only in your heart, but in the heart of those in whom you may come in contact. Love never fails!
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Name________________________________________________________
Section 2 Lesson 4 Homework: Relationship with Believers 

1.  How were we adopted into the family of God?
A. By God’s Law  
B.  By Jesus death and resurrection
C.  Holy Spirit
D.  Through Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden
2. How Do you Know the Love of God dwells in you? 


_________________________________________________________________
3.  Why is it important that we love one another? 
A.  We should treat people how we want to be treated.
B.  We are in the family of God  
C.  God is love 
D.  We are commanded by God to love each other 
E.  All the above
4. Considering our relationship with our natural family and spiritual family, do you recognize changes needed to be “family” as God designed?  What are the changes?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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