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  Section 2 Lesson 3 The Parable of the Sower & Soil Types 1, 2
This Lesson will focus on:
1. The Parable of the Sower (The Most Important Teaching Regarding the Kingdom of God)
2. The Process of God’s manifestations in the Earth
3. Soil Number 1 The Hard Ground (Type of Mindset) or By the Wayside
4. Soil Number 2 The Stony Ground (Type of Mindset)  
Jeremiah 4:2 And thou shalt swear, The LORD liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory. 3 For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. 4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 
CLOD: (noun)
1. a lump or mass, especially of earth or clay.  2. a stupid person; blockhead; dolt.  3. earth; soil. 
HARROW: (noun) 1. an agricultural implement with spikelike teeth or upright disks, drawn chiefly over plowed land to level it, break up clods, root up weeds, etc. Harrow: an agricultural implement with spikelike teeth or upright disks, drawn chiefly over plowed land to level it, break up clods, root up weeds, etc.
1. The Parable of the Sower (The Most Important Teaching Regarding the Kingdom of God)
Mark 4: 3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow:...14 The sower soweth the word.  Mark 4:28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.  The sower sows the word of God in this passage of scripture that Jesus was teaching.  The central message here is God’s word is ALIVE; just as is an electrical wire without insulation is called a “live wire,” so is God’s word in getting whatever it was intended to do….done.  Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.  Jeremiah 1:12 Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it.  Both of these scriptures point to God getting His work done through His word as He intended.  Why is this?  It is because God’s word being spoken from His mouth is alive and active with God’s purposes…His word is ALIVE!  John 6:63 shows the life inside His word… It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  The same thing is relayed in Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, (quick means alive) and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  But now take note of the transference of this “life” as one pays continual attention to the written word of God…Proverbs 4:20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. 23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee.  In this course testimonies have been given and experiences had of God’s word causing things to happen…impossible things!
With the word of life that is received as one focuses on the recorded word experience in the scriptures becomes active in achievement in them as they “retool” or “renew” their thinking functions within their mind.  Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  This renewing of the mind is a progressive work; it grows into renewal through the diligent receiving from God by being “hooked-up” to the “Power-Source” which is proper relationship with Him.  The mustard seed is spoken of as being the smallest seed of all herbs, but when its growth is allowed to be continued, it grows into a huge tree!  Mark 4:30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth: 32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.  Note the process of God’s growth or manifestation of His results….in everything…inclusive of our lives...Jesus stated that as we understand the following parable we come in to understanding all things of His Kingdom!  Mark 4:13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?
2. The Process of God’s Manifestations in the Earth (From Mark 4:28)

	*SEED (WORD) 1st.
	BLADE 2nd. 
	EAR (BUD) 3rd. 
	FRUIT 4th. 

	An “actual word” coming from the mouth of God to you on the issue. Receiving & Believing that word = “Doing it.”  Believing = receiving information & focusing on it until it replaces past thought.
	Established habits from believing & receiving causes real roots (right relationship with God) to be developed.
	Others “see the vision” developing  & become interested & observant.  You’re connected in diligence to the Lord & His Body with a pressed, purposed commitment.
	Fruit manifests and others join the vision and the church. God begins multiplication exponentially via the fruit & character & gifts of the Spirit.

	What & when was the actual “word” God spoke to you?
Issue of life/Health & Healing.
I was diagnosed with stroke-level blood pressure in 1999; doctors said it could cause immediate stroke and that could be deadly.
The Lord spoke 2 words to me; 1st. I had to forgive (Mark 11:25-26) then meditate Isaiah 53:4-5 until direction was given! I did it as  I was told.
	What of God’s vision for your life have you started?
The Lord gave further direction as He spoke to me regarding the health issue that “I was not on the defensive regarding it.” He then showed in Matthew 16:18-19, that the gates of hell not prevailing …meant sickness could not remain as I advanced in His Kingdom.
	What “real structures of the vision” beginning in formation, can you & others see? As I continued in the word God had given me, I went on the offense regarding forgiving, and believing despite what the blood pressure measured! I began speaking that my blood pressure was better than the norm of 120/80 & I began regular physical exercise.
	Has the actual results begun to show…are others joining you? I began walking in forgiveness & “offensive power” daily believing & speaking what my BP was.  A subsequent doctor’s visit revealed BP was 116/66!  A medical nurse followed me to the doctor’s office asking what on earth I was taking to reduce the BP so drastically!  I told her by medication was Jesus!


Below, you will find 2 pitfalls to getting God’s results from His word and along with the sure way to get His results as Jesus taught in the most important parable regarding the Kingdom of God…The Sower planting the Word of God (His seed).  
3. The First Type of Soil (mind-set) that God’s Word Falls on Soil # 1
We are giving the 4 types of soil (mind-sets) that the seeds (Word) of God fall upon with further explanation so that you can identify more easily your status and therefore work with the Lord in getting His results (fruit) in your life.
	Seed sown on “Hard Soil” “by the wayside” Matthew 13:19,  Mark 4:15 & Luke 8:12

	God spoke the word, but the word heard was not understood, trodden down,* nor obeyed. Therefore Satan comes immediately to steal away the word sown to prevent believing & salvation so there is no fruit produced.  
Matthew 13:4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:
Matthew 13:19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.
Mark 4:4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.
Mark 4:15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.
Luke 8:5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.
Luke 8:12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.


*Trodden: tread [tred] verb (used without object), trod, trodden or trod, treading. 
1. To set down the foot or feet in walking; step; walk.  2. To step, walk, or trample so as to press, crush, or injure something (usually followed by on or upon): to tread on a person's foot. 
2. Verb (used with object), trod, trodden or trod, treading. 3. To step or walk on, about, in, or along. 4. to trample or crush underfoot. 5. To form by the action of walking or trampling: to tread a path. 6. To treat with disdainful harshness or cruelty; crush; oppress. 7. To perform by walking or dancing: to tread a measure.
In cases such as this, “the wayside,” refers to an individual receiving the word of God in a mindset that refuses to abide, hear, nor intentions of following (obeying).  They have trampled the word of God because of the hardness of their thinking (heart), and Satan is able to quickly remove the word sown in their hearts.  This condition of the heart (mind) of course brings about no fruit or results of God in their lives.  Note the explanation Jesus gave to His disciples of those persons hearing the word of God and not producing God’s results:  Matthew 13:9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. (See Dr. Caroline Leaf’s book & the several miraculous testimonies)
An example of this behavior would be an individual who has heard the word of God referring to forgiving, healing, tithing, being in regular fellowship, or anything else that the Lord has directed, and has not followed the instruction.  These persons bear no results in their lives because they are not listening (dull of hearing), closed their eyes, (refused to give deeper consideration of God’s instruction).  They therefore cannot come into relationships (roots developing through continued obedience, following, growing in their minds [memories] whereby long-term memories are developed.  
Any God-Results that we get in our lives comes from the relationship of obedience to God.  John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 17 These things I command you, that ye love one another.
God’s word has been given to us to re-establish the relationship that was lost in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and lost the Relationship of Life because of the iniquitous thinking patterns inherited from Satan through disobedience to God!  This is why Adam and Eve were driven out of the Garden of Eden so that they could not eat from the Tree of Life and live forever in body form, yet separated by death in the spirit realm.  
Proverbs 3:17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her. 19 The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens.
Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.
Proverbs 15:4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit.
Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
Revelation 22:2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Revelation 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.
In Proverbs 3, wisdom is given to those who through knowledge come into understanding and wisdom because God gives knowledge to those who love and therefore obey Him.  The righteous in Proverbs 11 are those who walk in faith as they have heard and received of God and it has become righteousness for them as the Lord spoke to Abram in Genesis 15:6. Proverbs 15 speaks of the wholesome tongue which is directed by what is in the heart.  In Revelation 2 the over comer is those that have heard and done the word of God.  In Revelation 22 the Lord describes the scene in Heaven next to the River of Life is the Tree of Life-giving healing to the nations and finally the Lord exclaims “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”
Ask the Lord if you are exhibiting any of the attributes listed on the soil (mindset) by the wayside due to:
1. Not listening (dull of hearing) 
2. Closed their eyes, (refused to give deeper consideration of God’s instruction). 
3. Minds have not been converted (renewed).
4. If this is the case for yourself then the Lord offers you to confess your sins, and He will cleanse you of all unrighteousness and you can then move into changed behavior from developing a renewed mind. 
The Lord invites us through His Grace to walk by Faith and obedience and come into His Favor as His “word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Psalm 119:105
4. Soil Number 2 The Stony Ground (Type of Mindset)
We are giving the 4 types of soil (mind-sets) that the seeds (Word) of God fall upon with further explanation so that you can identify more easily your status and therefore work with the Lord in getting His results (fruit) in your life.
	Seed sown on “Rocky Ground” Matthew 13:20-21, Mark 4:16-17 & Luke 8:13

	Seed, or the word of God is sown  & received joyously, but the condition of the heart (mind) has “hard places” of fear, unforgiveness, deceptions, hurts, etc.; and having a lack of earth, nor moisture (experiences in God), it prevents a real relationship with God to get rooted in the person as they are soon offended when persecution comes so only believe for a short time  = no fruit or no results.
Matthew 13:5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: 6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.  Matthew 13:20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 21Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.
Mark 4:5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: 6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.  Mark 4:16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.
Luke 8:6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture.  Luke 8:13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.


In cases such as this, “stony ground,” refers to an individual receiving the word of God in a mindset that has hurts, grief, unforgiveness, fear, or other trauma stressors controlling their lives to such a degree that although they receive God’s word joyfully, those situations prevent the root (relationship with God exercising the stressors out of the mind) so the end result causes the seed to spring upward with no “root” development, and no fruit comes forth.  
Jesus tells us in Matthew 13:9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.
The six diagrams depict what happens in our mind when the various unresolved traumas (unforgiveness, grief, fear, hurts, etc.,) in our lives remain causing “rocky soil” that the word of God will fall upon. It will require the remedy Jesus spoke in Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. The remedy Jesus gave will cause the filling – up or the healing of the “depression” of the mind, therefore allowing that area or areas to be converted and healed.



	Diagram 1                     
   Forecast = death (flesh-life)  [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.rqb0J9m0JOzkutC0UwiiQQ&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]
[image: ][image: ][image: ] = [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.XPXmAYB20KCYsoPnJMDVTw&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]
Container with toxic flow (unforgiveness, grief, fear, hurts, etc. pouring unto soil (mindset) makes HARD SOIL
	Diagram 2
     [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.p2gydbHUiW/pAvtfseYS9Q&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0] Seed grows upward on rocky soil but has no roots nor moisture
   [image: ]                       . 
[image: ]         [image: ] = [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.IdfXSpMUD%2bXkY9eirVRozw&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]
Toxic flow has stopped in the individual but there is an unseen depression left in the mind; however the person is happy on the surface as they receive the word of God.

	Diagram 3    Side view of depression in the land due to the continuous toxic flow.  (Note temporary happiness at the  receiving of the word)
[image: ]   = [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.IdfXSpMUD%2bXkY9eirVRozw&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]
	Diagram 4 “Into each life some rain will fall.”  Trauma occurs at a later time in a person’s life and although the original trauma ceased sometime in the past, the memory that was created in the depression in the land (mind), the new rain flows goes directly into the depressed remnant of the memory and renews the old video of  “I can’t, failure, pain, sickness, fear etc.,” and “as a man thinks in his heart so is he” Proverbs 23:7A
                   [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?q=Rain+Falling+Down+Clip+Art&w=100&h=100&c=1&rs=1&qlt=90&bw=1&bc=333333&pid=InlineBlock&mkt=en-US&adlt=moderate&t=1&mw=247]
[image: ]  = [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.XPXmAYB20KCYsoPnJMDVTw&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]

	Diagram 5    Side view of depression in the land due to the continuous toxic flow. However, once (A) it is filled to the top with (B) and (C) = (D) and one is now rid of the “rocky soil mindset” caused by the prior traumas in life whereby the seed sown in them can now “take on roots” and have relationship with God and therefore become “good soil” and bear fruit. 
   +[image: ] + [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.fPd0C3DBT4zsb9IptcxdXg&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]  +
                 A                                      B
 [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.q8ODieUkmnEcdERoL8jy%2bg&w=302&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0] =[image: Ybypw&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1]=[image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.IdfXSpMUD%2bXkY9eirVRozw&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]
 C (Matthew 5:44-45)      D (healed, renewed mind)                        
	 Diagram 6
[image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.0ChV/uB9KAyvgpsQ6SwQWQ&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]
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[image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.HFOgoLKUDyQGJa5LbWRniQ&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0] [image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.IdfXSpMUD%2bXkY9eirVRozw&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0][image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?&id=JN.IdfXSpMUD%2bXkY9eirVRozw&w=300&h=300&c=0&pid=1.9&rs=0&p=0]


The Lord invites us through His Grace to walk by Faith and obedience and come into His Favor as His “word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Psalm 119:105
If you have found yourself in the status of the seed sown on “stony ground” as you follow the steps given you will now be able to proceed with getting to the “Blade stage.”  (Please see diagram below)
	Seed sown on “Hard Soil” “by the wayside” Matt.13:19,  Mark 4:15 & Luke 8:12
	Seed sown on “Stony Ground” Matt. 13:20-21, Mark 4:16-17 & Luke 8:13
	Seed sown amongst “Thorns” Matt. 13:22, Mark 4:18-19 & Luke 8:14
	Seed sown in the “Good Ground” Matt. 13:23, Mark 4:20 & Luke 8:15

	God spoke the word, but the word heard was not understood nor obeyed, but the people had trodden down the word of God. Therefore Satan comes immediately to steal away the word sown to prevent believing & salvation so there is no fruit produced.  If you were in this stage & followed the instructions of the Lord in asking forgiveness, He cleansed you of all unrighteousness and you can receive the word and move on to the blade stage.  Write of your experience below. 
	Seed, or the word of God is sown  & received joyously, but the condition of the heart (mind) has “hard places” of fear, unforgiveness, deception, etc. with “no moisture” (water of Life coming from past received word of God) that prevent a real relationship with God to get rooted in the person because they are offended when persecution comes so only believe for a short time  = no fruit or no results.
	God’s word is sown but the heart (mind or soul) is filled with “cares of worldliness,” along with using a large amount of time & energy trying to get rich & the lusts of other non-Godly things choke the roots of God’s word = no fruit developed to maturity.
	Those hearing the word on good ground are those who with an honest and good heart, receive the word, keep it and then with patience and understanding bring forth fruit 30, 60 & 100 fold!!



LESSON TAKE AWAYS:
Knowledge: Jesus stated that if we did not understand this parable, we would not understand the things regarding the Kingdom of God.  God’s word is alive and brings about His expected end every time!  If we are not getting the results of His Kingdom we need to check our mind and ask God to correct it. 
Understanding: Jesus said that it is the Father’s good pleasure to give us the Kingdom; therefore, we need to seek with our whole heart what God is saying, hear it, believe it, obey it, continue in it, speak and shout it out!
Application: We need to go after His word and get it in abundance intentionally meditating it until our inner image is changed as we get God’s revelation secrets of understanding and wisdom to apply in our lives this week!
MEDITATION SCRIPTURE:
[bookmark: _Hlk29499742]Mark 4:15 (KJV) And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.
Mark 4:15 (NIV) Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 
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  Section 2 Lesson 3 The Parable of the Sower & Soil Types 1 & 2 
Name_____________________________________________________________________________
1. What is the central message regarding the seed that the Sower lays out?
A.  The seed is very important having great value when not eaten but instead planted. 
B.  The seed is the word of God and is alive with capabilities of growth.
C.  The seed is under the authority and responsibility of the Sower and whatever the Sower’s desire is with the seed is exactly what will manifest with it.
D.  The seed is 83.33% faulty or without worth when one considers that out of 6 grounds that it is placed in only 16.67% of it grows.
2. Explain the process that manifests regarding the seed, blade, bud and ear with the fruit. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Give 3 points regarding the “rocky or stony ground’s” relationship to fruit.
A.  The seed on the stony or rocky ground is so full of life that it shoots straight up with incredible growth so quickly that the water cannot keep up with its growth and the plant subsequently dies because of its rapid growth rate.
B.  The soil was obviously tainted via some sort of chemical residue which was detrimental to the growth process of the seed as it started the growth process rapidly but then after reaching a plateau died. 
C.  The seed had no depth of earth and therefore grew upward quickly, not being able to develop roots due to the rocky/stony soil; being in that state it dried up due to no moisture giving nutrients coming from the root.
D.  Those seeds in the Sower bags were mutations because none of them brought forth any fruit.

4. What makes the seed on Soil Type 1, the “hard ground,” or by the “way side” not manifests any fruit?
A.  The seed falling on this ground cannot penetrate the earth because of its hardness and therefore it becomes easy prey for the birds to eat it.
B.  The seed falling on this ground sometimes has difficulty in growing because being by the “way side” means there are few persons in the area to water it so it must depend on an abundance of rainfall; should that not occur the seed won’t grow.
C.  The seed falling on this ground, being by the “way side” has few if any persons to get rid of other growths surrounding it and therefore will often get “choked” by the other plants surrounding it and have difficulty of bearing fruit.
D.  This seed, being on “hard ground” often ends up being kicked by people or animals into another soil type where it ends up growing there and not on the “hard ground.”
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