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SECTION 2 Lesson 7 The Gifts of The Spirit (1ST. 4)

Focus Points: 
1. Definition of the Spiritual Gifts
2. Categories of the Spiritual Gifts
3. The Spiritual Gifts   
    A. Word of Wisdom
    B. Word of Knowledge
    C. The Gift of Faith
    D. Gift of Healings

1 Corinthians 12:1-9

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren I do not want you ignorant: You know that you were Gentiles carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.
There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.  And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit.

1. DEFINITION OF THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

The Apostle Paul identified a “Spiritual Gift” as a God-given, supernatural ability bestowed on an individual by the Holy Spirit.  This is not a heightened natural ability, but each gift is a manifestation of the Spirit that is visible evidence of His activity. Thus a spiritual gift is a God-given ability to serve the body of Christ wherever and however He may direct.

Spiritual Gifts are not:

1. A place of service - the gift is the ability, not where that ability is used

2. An office - The gift is the ability and can be exercised whether one holds an office in a local church or not.

3. Natural talents - a talent may or may not serve the body of Christ, while a spiritual gift does.

For Example:

NATURAL TALENTS				SPIRITUAL GIFTS
-Given by God through our parents			-Given by God independent of parents
-Given at birth 						-Evidently given at conversion to           -Benefits mankind generally			   	to benefit the body in particular

                            2. CATEGORIES OF THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

1Corinthians 12:8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another The Word of Knowledge by the same Spirit;

The Apostle Paul goes on to list the nine manifestations or gifts of the Spirit. The nine manifestations or gifts of the Holy Spirit are generally divided as follows:

Three “revelation” gifts (Spiritual gifts that reveal something):
· The word of wisdom
· The word of knowledge
· The discerning of spirits

Three “power” gifts (Spiritual gifts that do something):
· The gift of faith
· The working of miracles
· The gifts of healings   

Three “utterance” or inspirational gifts (Spiritual gifts that say something):
· Prophecy   [image: ]  Divers kinds of tongues    [image: ]   Interpretation of tongues
Very often these gifts work together; just as tongues and interpretation work together (we will discuss this further). But we divide them as they are divided here in 1Corinthians Chapter 12 in order to distinguish and talk about them.  We can readily see that very often these gifts of the Spirit are manifest together, meaning they have tendency to work together, hand in hand. 

3. THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS

”Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU IGNORANT.” 1 Cor.12:1 (emphasis added). If the Spirit of God through Paul said that He didn’t want the Church at Corinth to be ignorant concerning spiritual gifts, then we do not believe He wants the Church today to be ignorant concerning spiritual gifts, either. However, a gross ignorance does exist concerning these things. In some places, people know nothing at all about the gifts of the Holy Spirit, or even that such gifts exist. They think these gifts have been done away with. In other places people know something about the gifts of the Spirit, but their knowledge is very limited.  Let’s take a look at each gift more closely…

1Corinthians 12:8 for to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit.

A. Word of Wisdom

What it is not:  simple wisdom – (wisdom in the affairs of life), this wisdom is often confused with a word of wisdom, but simple wisdom is not a spiritual gift.

In the beginning of Joshua’s ministry, God told him that the key to his success would lie in meditating on the Word of God, and that is how Joshua was to obtain wisdom in the affairs of life. 

Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
 
In the Book of James chapter 1:5 “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” God has promised that wisdom, which I simply call “general wisdom” - to deal wisely in the affairs of life, is available to everyone who will ask for it. God will impart wisdom, but that is not a supernatural manifestation of the word of wisdom. 

What it is:  The word of wisdom is a supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the divine purpose and plan in the mind of God. 

For Example, 
1 Kings 3:16 Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the king, and stood before him. 17 And the one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman dwell in one house; and I was delivered of a child with her in the house. 18 And it came to pass the third day after that I was delivered, that this woman was delivered also: and we were together; there was no stranger with us in the house, save we two in the house. 19 And this woman's child died in the night; because she overlaid it. 20 And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom. 21 And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck, behold, it was dead: but when I had considered it in the morning, behold, it was not my son, which I did bear. 22 And the other woman said, Nay; but the living is my son, and the dead is thy son. And this said, No; but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son. Thus they spake before the king. 23 Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth, and thy son is the dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living. 24 And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword before the king. 25 And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one, and half to the other. 26 Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it. 27 Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof. 28 And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment.
John 8:3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Note also that the spiritual gifts demonstrated in this passage was a word of wisdom, because it gave the way, reason why, when and where to use the knowledge and understanding of the issue at hand. 

B. Word of Knowledge

What it is not:  Natural knowledge/intellectual knowledge - knowledge gained apart from the Holy Spirit and apart from the Word of God. 

A profound knowledge of the Bible comes from studying, as in 2 Timothy 2:15 which says, “Study to show thyself approved ….”  With this kind of self-application God gives understanding, but the word of knowledge comes by a supernatural revelation. 

What it is:  The word of knowledge is a supernatural revelation by the Holy Spirit of certain facts in the mind of God.  God is all knowing.  He knows everything. But He doesn’t reveal everything He knows to man; He just gives him a “word” or a part of what he knows. Therefore, God speaks a “piece of knowledge” to us that is to promote the Kingdom of God and was not learned via the intellect.

For Example, Revelation 1:10-20 is the vision as seen by the Apostle John, while in exile on the Isle of Patmos. Here we will learn that the word of knowledge came in the form of a vision. Jesus revealed to John the condition of the seven churches in Asia Minor. John couldn’t possibly have known what was going on in these cities or churches, but Jesus revealed to him their condition.  Also in John 4:16-18, Jesus told the woman at the well that she had spoken truthfully that she had no husband; as she had 5 husbands in the past and the man that she was living with at present was not her husband.  This knowledge was received by the Holy Spirit of God, as Jesus could not have known through His natural senses regarding the woman’s past. 

Years ago, my wife and I had gone to a mall and while in the food court we purchased some yogurt from a young lady.  As we were sitting eating the yogurt in the court, the Lord told me to tell the young woman that she was to “go back home, get back in school and everything would be fine with her mother.  I asked my wife to come with me as I spoke to the young woman so that she would not think that I was trying to flirt with her; as I gave her the message.  I then gave her the message.  A few weeks later my wife was at the mall and stpped and purchased yogurt at the food court from the same young woman.  She asked my wife if the man that she was with a few weeks back was her husband and she was told yes it was.  The young woman told my wife that she was 17 years of age, pregnant and had dropped out of school and had run away from home.  After receiving my message, she had gone back home, her mom let her move back in and she got back in school.  About a year and a half later my wife and I were at a large family gathering of approximately 100 persons and this same young woman approached me carrying a baby in her arms, asking if I remembered her?  I very quickly told her NO!  I then said that I had never seen her before…I thought she was accusing me of being the father of her child in front of my wife…she quickly apologized and said that she was the young woman at the mall that I had spoken to with those specific directions.  We found out that she was a distant cousin to my wife.

Remember the Holy Spirit operates in line with the word of God, and the word says His gifts operate as He wills. (See 1 Corinthians12:11)

C. The Gift of Faith

1 Corinthians 12:9 to another faith by the same Spirit, …
What it is not:  General saving faith – every believer already has general faith or saving faith, which is also a gift. Ephesians 2:8 says, “for by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is a gift of God.”

The faith that you are saved by is a gift of God, but it is not one of the nine gifts of the Spirit. Saving-faith is given to you through hearing the Word, because the Bible says, “So then faith (saving faith) cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17) 

What it is:  The gift of faith is a supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit whereby a believer is empowered with special faith – or wonder-working faith – that is beyond “saving” faith.  The gift of faith is a gift of the Spirit to the believer in order that he might receive miracles. 

It is important to note that all the gifts of the Spirit operate by faith: ordinary faith on the part of the believer through which the gift is being manifested.  In other words, a person must step out in faith and yield to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. That’s where general faith is involved. This ordinary faith is the faith that comes by hearing God’s Word. Therefore, the gifts of the spirit do not operate by the gift of faith, but rather by general or ordinary faith. Remember the Bible says, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth” (Mark 9:23).

For Example, in Daniel 6:23 and Mark 4:38 we will find the stories of Daniel in the lions’ den and Jesus sleeping on a ship in a raging storm. Notice that while the storm swept the sea and threatened the safe journey of the disciples to the other side of the lake, Jesus was sleeping in the hinder part of the boat (Mark 4:38). He wasn’t bothered by the storm.  And while the lions roamed about in the den, Daniel lay down and slept in the face of danger in perfect peace and calm assurance. Why? Because Jesus and Daniel each possessed a faith beyond the general faith every believer can have through hearing the word.

D. The Gifts of Healings

What it is not:  Medical Science/Human Learning

First, we want to emphasize that the supernatural character of the gifts of healings have nothing to do with medical science or human learning. Certainly we believe in medical science, and we thank God for what it can do. We certainly are not opposed to doctors; but some people confuse medical science with the gifts of healings. Doctors and medical science are natural means of healing. The gifts of healings and other methods of divine healing are supernatural.

What it is:  The gifts of healings are manifested for the supernatural healing of sickness and disease without any natural source or means. 

Most of us basically understand the subject of healing. Healings were, of course, in prominence in Jesus’ ministry as he walked on the earth. Jesus had a healing ministry, and He also gave authority to His disciples to heal the sick (Matthew 10:8). Healing the sick is also included in “The Great Commission” (Mark 16:18). 

We would like to point out a few verses in 1Corinthians, Chapter 12. In verses 9, 28, and 30 the gifts of healings are mentioned (emphasis added):

1 Corinthians 12:9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the GIFTS OF HEALINGS by the same Spirit…. 

1 Corinthians 12:28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then GIFTS OF HEALINGS, helps, governments, diversities of tongues... 30 Have all the GIFTS OF HEALING? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?

Notice that this is only one of the spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12 and that it is in the plural: gifts of healing. All the other gifts of the Spirit are singular, except tongues. 

Why are they “gifts of healings” and not the “gift” of healing? The Bible doesn’t specifically say, but I have an opinion: I don’t think that any of us could know for sure scripturally, because the Scriptures don’t specifically tell us. However, it may be that there are gifts of healings because there are different kinds of diseases and one gift wouldn’t heal every kind of disease.

For Example: 

Acts 28:8 And it happened the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went in to him and prayed and laid his hands on him and healed him.

In the ministry of Jesus, every manner of sickness and every manner of disease was healed (Matthew 9:18-35).  In these verses of scripture our Lord healed four different diseases and raised a young lady back to life. So, in the 17 verses, Jesus healed a woman that had a blood disease for 12 years, on His way to heal a young girl that was dead, and her father had come to get him (to help). After this he healed two men that were blind and a man mute and demon-possessed.  Jesus had the Spirit without measure and all the gifts of healings were in manifestation in His life and ministry. 

LESSON TAKE AWAYS:

1. KNOWLEDGE: God gives these gifts, so we can walk in the supernatural.

2. UNDERSTANDING: God wants every believer to be filled with his Spirit and then desire earnestly the best gifts.

3. APPLICATION: We should strive to walk in love and the Holy Spirit will display Spiritual Gifts through us.


MEDITATION SCRIPTURE:

1 Corinthians 12:8 (KJV) For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;
1 Corinthians 12:8 (NIV) To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
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4.   Ye Shall Receive Power
$25.00		
The power of God, His anointing, is the yoke-destroying, burden-removing power of God! It’s for everyone in the Body of Christ. Yet many Christians have not received this anointing that empowers them to accomplish God’s will for their lives. 
In this dynamic and life-changing series, Bill Winston teaches on the importance of every believer receiving God’s power through the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. Learn how God’s power will: 
 Enable You To Do Mighty Works
 Give You The Victory In Every Situation
 Help You To Operate On New Levels Of Boldness And Authority To Meet Your Every Need 
God’s power, His anointing, will give you the ability to make a dynamic impact on the world around you. 
	
	



5.The Holy Spirit and His Gifts (Study course) by Kenneth Hagin $9.95
6.Baptism in the Holy Spirit by Kenneth Hagin $4.95
7.Gifts of the Holy Spirit by Kenneth Hagin  $4.95
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SECTION 2 Lesson 7 HOMEWORK The Gifts of The Spirit 1st. 4

Name_____________________________________________________________
1. What is the definition of a Spiritual Gift? 
A.  A spiritual gift is something showing skills and abilities beyond what most people have.
B.  A place or position of service such as a deacon, evangelist, Pastor, Evangelist, Bishop or Apostle.
C.  A person who is extremely talented in music be it instruments or voice that is used for God’s Kingdom.
D.  A God-given, supernatural ability given by the Holy Ghost for the purposes of God’s Kingdom.
2.  What three (3) categories were the gifts divided into? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why are Gifts of Healings plural? 
A.  At times the Lord does 2 or 3 things through those who have done very well in ministerial school.
B.  At times the Lord does 2 or 3 things through those who have been gifted in music and oratory gifts.
C.  The gifts of Healings is plural because there is more than 1 issue that needs healing.
D.  Both A and B above
4. What operates the gifts of the Spirit?
A.  The structure of the Apostles and Prophets of which the Lord establishes the anointing in the church.
B.  The abilities gained through seminary schools that are tied to God’s calling and anointing.
C.  It is dependent upon the need at the specific time; if there are dire circumstances at that time gifts come.
D.  The Holy Spirit gives, coordinates and operates the gifts Himself given to the church for His purposes.

5. What is the difference between a word of wisdom and a word of knowledge?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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